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Located at the base of two gradually sloping h i l l s where Nash County meets 
Johnston County, Taylor's M i l l and the ninety-acre pond which bears i t s name are a l l 
that remain of an important l a t e nineteenth century r u r a l i n d u s t r i a l complex. According 
to M. P. Williams, a centenarian who moved from the area i n 1894, the complex not 
only housed a wagon wheel factory, a sawmill, wood shop, paint and blacksmith shop, 
a large general store and g r i s t m i l l , but was also a gathering place used for f i s h 
f r y s , p o l i t i c a l speeches, and baptisms (including his own). Like most North Carolina 
g r i s t m i l l s , Taylor's M i l l was forced to shut down i n 1955 due to state safety 
regulations. 

The frame m i l l building i s two stories t a l l ; extending almost completely out over 
the water of Moccasin Creek, the m i l l i s supported on i t s western end by two large 
stone piers. A stone foundation secures the eastern end of the building to the creek 
bank; the stone dam i s the southern boundary of Taylor's M i l l Pond and extends to 
the western side of Moccasin Creek. There are massive beam supports, the mortise 
and tenon and pegged j o i n t s of which may be seen most clearly i n the northwest corner 
of the building. Each corner has an exterior cornerpost which punctuates the 
horizontal weatherboarding. The heavy double s i l l which runs around the base of the 
building i s echoed i n the heavy s i l l s on the narrow windows. Though the simple gable-
roof building i s functionally p l a i n , i t i s well-balanced and carefully finished. Each 
side i s b i l a t e r a l l y symmetrical; the weatherboarding i s heart pine, and the roof i s t i n . 
The double doors and windows of the eastern entrance facade are neatly paneled, and 
a l l of the windows i n the building have mitered frames. . 

Typical of nineteenth century g r i s t m i l l s of the area, t h i s was a turbine m i l l . 
The turbine machinery located beneath the building may be viewed beneath the north 
side of the structure. The only i n t e r i o r machinery which remains i s an old corn 
m i l l i n g machine i n the southwest corner of the f i r s t f l o o r . ^ 

Taylor's M i l l i s i n an advanced state of deterioration. Heavy storms i n recent 
years have hastened the erosion of the building's eastern foundation; as a re s u l t , 
the wide floorboards have largely f a l l e n away. Now used for storage, the building 
i s unsafe and i t s owners fear i t w i l l collapse. They seek assistance i n s t a b i l i z i n g 
the building, recognizing i t s h i s t o r i c value. 

The structures of course are closely related to the surrounding environment. 
Archeological remains, such as trash p i t s , wells, and st r u c t u r a l remains, which may 
be present, can provide information valuable to the understanding and interpretation 
of the structures. Information concerning use patterns, social standing and 
mobility, as well as st r u c t u r a l details are often only evident i n the archeological 
record. Therefore, archeological remains may well be an important component of the 
significance of the structure. At thi s time no investigation has been done to 
discover these remains, but i t i s probable that they ex i s t , and thi s should be 
considered i n any development of the property. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Taylor's M i l l represents v i v i d l y the small, water-^powered I n d u s t r i a l 
s i t e once so v i t a l tQ tlve agrarian economy of North Carolina, The stark, 
functional form of the frame three-story g r i s t m i l l t y p i f i e s g r i s t m i l l 
construction i n the state, and the survival of heavy timber frame construction 
and other details reveal t h i s structure to be one of the r e l a t i v e l y few mid-
nineteenth century m i l l s extant i n the coastal p l a i n region. Taylor's M i l l 
stands on a s i t e used for m i l l i n g since James Lee established a m i l l here i n 
the 1760s, but the present structure i s thought to date from the 1850s, during 
the ownership of A. J. Taylor. Like many of i t s kind, i t was once part of a 
bigger complex that Included several processing and manufacturing operations but, 
again l i k e many others, i t now stands alone. The large m i l l pond not only creates 
a highly picturesque and unspoiled r u r a l s e t t ing for the m i l l but also recalls 
the water power that drove the turbine. Of special significance i s the wooden 
dam that l i e s beneath the water of the pond, behind the more recent concrete dam. 
This type of, construction, presumably or i g i n a t i n g centuries ago, persisted 
into the nineteenth century; recently a wooden dam was uncovered and recorded at 
the Wake County Falls of the Neuse s i t e . Construction shares the heavy timber 
mortise and tenon technique of buildings of the period. Although Taylor's M i l l 
i s now i n disrepair and disuse, i t s owners have expressed concern for i t s 
preservation and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . 

C r i t e r i a Assessment; 

A. Associated with the small i n d u s t r i a l centers, usually water-powered, that 
served the agrarian economy of r u r a l North Carolina throughout the eighteenth, 
nineteenth, and early twentieth century; such g r i s t m i l l s were a v i t a l part 
and community center of nearly every county u n t i l most were closed af t e r 
development of federal health standards. 

C. Exemplifies the form and construction techniques of eighteenth and 
nineteenth century i n d u s t r i a l sites whose framing, form, and scale were not 
much dissimilar from domestic and other architecture of the period; i t i s 
one of a very few nineteenth century frame m i l l s surviving i n the coastal p l a i n 
area of the state, 

D, Likely to y i e l d information concerning eighteenth and nineteenth hydro-
i n d u s t r i a l practices. 
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Taylor's M i l l , standing i n Nash County j u s t inside the Johnston County l i n e , was b u i l t 
by Captain Alsey J. Taylor i n the 1850s, but the land and s i t e on Moccasin Creek has an 
i n d u s t r i a l heritage that predates the American Revolution. Starting with a simple g r i s t 
m i l l , i n d u s t r i a l operations spanned nearly two centuries of almost continuous use, 
reaching i t s height i n the lat e nineteenth century, and gradually declining as twentieth 
century technology surpassed i t i n efficiency and productivity. Businesses at the s i t e 
have borne many labels, but the ea r l i e s t was known as Lee's M i l l s . 

James Lee of Edgecombe County (Nash was carved from Edgecombe i n 1777) received a 
Granville grant for 200 acres on Moccasin Creek i n May, 1762, which became the nucleus 
of his home and m i l l tract.-'- Sometime between 1762 and 1770 he constructed a pair of 
g r i s t m i l l s to operate off of a common m i l l pond. Early i n the American Revolution, the 
State of North Carolina apparently contracted Lee to provide meal for the p a t r i o t i c forces 
because the ea r l i e s t Nash County court records refer to the "road leading from Tar River 
Road to the State M i l l upon Moccasin Creek." Early maps and county road and bridge 
records confirm the m i l l ' s location as being on or very near the s i t e of present day 
Taylor's M i l l . ^ James Lee died i n 1777, leaving his m i l l s to his sons James and James 
Bud Lee. ̂  

Sometime i n lat e 1783 or 1784 the m i l l s appear to have been destroyed either by man-
made or natural means. In the l a t t e r year, James Bud Lee, who had inherited his father's 
home tr a c t of 300 acres and one-half of the m i l l s g applied to the county court for 
permission to build a new m i l l on Moccasin Creek. James Bud Lee may never have carried 
through with his plans, however, since i n December of 1785 he married Susannah Alford 
i n Duplin County and thereafter disappears from the records of Nash County. He must 
have transferred his property and his m i l l interest to his brother James who held f u l l 
t i t l e by 1811. Meanwhile, i n 1792, James received permission from the court to build a m i l l 
on Moccasin Creek at a place formerly called "Lees M i l l . " The chronology of events, 
supported by the documentary records, leaves l i t t l e doubt that the elder James Lee and 
his sons were a l l concerned with a m i l l i n g operation at the same s i t e on Moccasin Creek. 

James Lee's (Jr.) w i l l , dated February 23, 1811, bequeathed the m i l l to his son 
Leary Lee who had moved to Johnston County. On December 5, 1814, Leary Lee sold to his 
brother, Moore Lee of Wake County, 188 acres "being land whereon James Lee dec'̂  l i v e d . 
Beginning at a^gorner white oak on the side of the M i l l Pond . . . together with the m i l l 
and premises." Sometime after purchase Moore Lee moved back to Nash County where he 
established a residence on the old home tr a c t of his father. For more than twenty years 
Moore Lee owned and operated the g r i s t m i l l on Moccasin Creek. His w i l l designated his 
son Jackson as heir to the m i l l i n g f a c i l i t y , but somehow not explained i n the records, 
another son, Lindsay Lee, became the owner and proprietor. 

Lindsay Lee was a m i l l e r by profession, but business matters apparently were not 
among his best c a p a b i l i t i e s . By 1852 he had decided to s e l l the m i l l , and on June 2, 
he transferred t i t l e for "a certain m i l l and t r a c t on Moccasin Creek" to Alsey J. Taylor 
for $850. Though not e x p l i c i t l y stated, the records suggesj^an agreement that Lee would 
be retained as the actual operator and manager of the m i l l . 
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Alsey Jackson Taylor was born about 1817 but v i r t u a l l y nothing i s known of his early 
l i f e . Since he never learned to read or w r i t e , i t may be concluded that he had l i t t l e 
opportunity for an education. He never married and for many years his si s t e r and mother, 
both named Mary, were members of his household.-'-^ Taylor managed to acquire considerable 
property and slaves, which brought a substantial income and elevated him to the planter 
class. Although he had acquired some property i n the 1840s, Taylor enjoyed a meteoric r i s e 
i n economic and social status during the 1850s. At the beginning of the decade his real 
estate was valued at $2,000, but the census l i s t e d his occupation as none. By 1860 he 
was l i s t e d as a farmer, but his assets amounted to $25,000 i n real estate and $42,850 
in personal property. He also owned a t o t a l of t h i r t y - n i n e slaves. Since he did not 
rel y on a J§sh crop income his f i n a n c i a l resources obviously came from other business 
interests. 

A. J. Taylor frequently acted as a banker for friends and neighbors, loaning them 
money to pay o f f debts. He was forced to foreclose on a number of notes and sometimes 
acquired valuable property i n the settlement process. Too, he operated a successful 
coopering enterprise which turned out an average of 80Q barrels annually valued at 
$1,600.-̂ " But perhaps the most s i g n i f i c a n t portion of his income came from the m i l l i n g 
business. Taylor owned two m i l l s , one on Moccasin Creek and the other on Tar River. Both 
were successful operations; however, he decided to s e l l the Tar River f a c i l i t y and 202 acres 
i n 1858, at which time James T. Febb became the purchaser for $2,200. Although much 
renovated and enlarged, the m i l l s t i l l stands and is^ currently known as Webb's M i l l . 

The m i l l on Moccasin Creek, which was named Taylor's M i l l , i s surrounded by t r a d i t i o n . 
I t has long been believed by res-idents of the community that A. J. Taylor studied the 
s i t e for some time and then employed slaves to dig out the m i l l pond and erect the m i l l . 
Furthermore, according to the t r a d i t i o n , Taylor lived about a mile north of the m i l l pond 
i n a manor house o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t for E l i Strickland i n 1812 (the house Is gone). There 
live d also Taylor's brother Joseph, a physician whose o f f i c e stood near the main house, 
not far from the row of slave cabins. Most of the t r a d i t i o n stems from the testimonials 
of M. P. Williams who l i v e ^ g i n the old Taylor house for six years (1887-1893) while his 
father worked i n the m i l l . The oral t r a d i t i o n i s accurate i n a general context, but the 
documentary records revealed some s l i g h t discrepancies I'n the det a i l s of the story. 

The chain of t i t l e c l e a r l y shows that the millpond existed nearly ninety years before 
Taylor purchased the property; consequently, the millpond was not o r i g i n a l l y dug out 
by his slaves. Taylor did, however, enlarge and improve the f a c i l i t i e s by building a 
new turbine operated m i l l (the one now standing) and perhaps by constructing a new dam 
to provide adequate power for the larger m i l l . I t seems l i k e l y also that a sawmill was 
constructed about the same time. A l l of the changes probably required some digging 
out of the creek bed and i t s banks, and possibly expansion of the m i l l pond—thus the 
o r i g i n of the t r a d i t i o n . 
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The location of A. J. Taylor's residence i s a more complicated matter. Census records 
indicate that ^̂ om 1850 to 1870 Taylor lived east of the m i l l between Moccasin and 
Turkey creeks. The home north of the millpond, the one i n which M. P. Williams l i v e d , 
and long believed to have been A. J. Taylor's manor house, was i n fact the home of A. J.'s 
brother, Joseph M. Taylor.^-^ The plantation had once belonged to E l i Strickland, an^^the 
i n s c r i p t i o n i n the stone chimney, E. S. 1812, suggested that he had b u i l t the house. 
A. J. Taylor acquired the propert^^in the lat e 1840s, but by 1850 i t was Joseph and his 
wife Mary who lived i n the house. Apparently the brothers had worked out an agreement 
whereby Joseph would l i v e i n the house and manage the plantation for his brother i n 
exchange for an interest i n the estate. 

In 1850 Joseph M. Taylor was a t h i r t y year old physician, and the doctor's o f f i c e 
which he constructed near the manor house stood for many years. The rigorous l i f e of a 
country doctor, however, seems to have taken i t s t o l l . Sometime i n the 1850s, Joseph 
decided to change careers, swapping his doctor's shingle for a lawyer's l i c e n s e . P e r h a p s 
i t was not coincidental that Joseph switched to the legal profession during the period 
of his brother's rapid r i s e to prosperity. Joseph's superior education may have been the 
reason that A. J. Taylor f e l t his brother was better qualified to run the plantation and 
to manage business a f f a i r s . An indication of the agreement between Joseph and A. J. was 
the fact that the row of slave cabins on the Taylor plantation, as recalled by M. P. 
Williams, housed t h i r t y - f i v e of A. J. Taylor's slaves while the remaining four were house 
servants at A. J.'s home i n the v i c i n i t y of present day Middlesex. Joseph himself owned 
only three slaves. The arrangement brought prosperity to both, but the C i v i l War wreaked 
dramatic changes i n the fortunes of the Taylor family. 

In the spring of 1861, A. J. Taylor formed a company of volunteers known as Taylor's 
Company. In May, the group joined the Seventh North Carolina Regiment as Company E; 
Taylor was awarded the rank of captain. Captain Taylor's m i l i t a r y career ŵ g short lived 
as he relu c t a n t l y resigned on July 14, 1862, because of chronic l a r y n g i t i s . The war 
nearly brought A. J. Taylor to f i n a n c i a l r u i n . Most of his wealth had been ti e d up i n 
land and slaves, and with emancipation, he was forced to s e l l more than two thirds of his 
real estate to avoid bankruptcy. His landholdings which had reached 3,500 acres were 
reduced to 1,000 acres, most of which stretched from the m i l l northward between Moccasin 
and L i t t l e c r e e k s . P r o f i t s from land sales insured survival of the m i l l which became 
the main source of Taylor's income. Unfortunately Joseph died a few^gears after the war, 
and A. J. found i t increasingly d i f f i c u l t to continue the operation. On June 27, 1877, 
Captain Taylor sold the Taylor plantation of 500 acres and the m i l l t r a c t to James T. Webb 
for $13,500.̂ -*̂  

James T. Webb was a businessman who formed a partnership with Henry Tisdale. Webb 
lived near the present town of Spring Hope while Tisdale moved tg^the Taylor's M i l l area 
where he became general manager of a growing i n d u s t r i a l complex. I t i s unclear which 
of the businesses at the m i l l s i t e were begun by Taylor and which were founded by Webb & 
Tisdale, but during the decade 1877-1887, Taylor's M i l l thrived as a bustling community. 
M. P. Williams recalled the scene: 
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At Taylor's M i l l there was a big general store; a wood manufacturing 
factory to turn out hubs and spokes for wagons, carts, and buggys i s i c ] ; 
a blacksmith shop; a paint shop; a sawmill; and a corn m i l l . . . lot s 
of men were employed there i n those days. The blacksmith was a Negro, 
George Harrington . . . he knew what to do when i t came to welding an 
axel, buggy, or log cart. B i l l Kemp was foreman of the paint shop. 
Wren Tisdale foreman of the wood shop, and Henry Tisdale general manager 
and storekeeper . . . I remember one of his ears was craped propped? 
off by a b u l l e t i n the C i v i l War.-̂ -̂  

Webb died i n 1887 and without his leadership, the f i r m of Webb & Tisdale floundered 
and soon passed Into receivership."^ Tisdale died i n 1890, and after f i v j ^ y e a r s of 
l i t i g a t i o n , the property along Moccasin Creek was sold to Alpheus Hinton. The i n d u s t r i a l 
complex at Taylor's M i l l dwindled. A few businesses continued during the f i r s t decade 
of the twentieth century, especially the corn m i l l and Hackney's Body Shop (hubs and spokes) 
The l a t t e r had ceased to exist b^^l910, but the modern Hackney Company of Wilson may have 
had i t s o r i g i n at Taylor's M i l l . Today only the corn m i l l remains from the once 
bustling complex. 

In 1904 Alpheus Hinton sold 35 acres of the ^^4 acre t r a c t , which included the m i l l 
and millpond to J. E. Winston of Johnston County. From then u n t i l 1943, Taylor's M i l l 
passed through a number of owners i n f a i r l y rapid succession, often being the subject of 
special court proceedings.^ Despite the plethora of owners, the m i l l continued to 
function both as a corn m i l l and as a center of community a c t i v i t y . According to M. P. 
Williams: 

The m i l l was a gathering place i n those days. They would have f i s h 
frys and the p o l i t i c i a n s would come and make speeches . . . I have 
seen many people baptised there, i n fact I was baptised there. 

Mrs. Alton Pulley of Zebulon recalled swimming contests held the r ^ ^ i n the early 19Q0s, 
and others t e s t i f i e d to the millpond's a t t r a c t i o n for recreation. According to 
Marie Tippett, who with her husband John reside at the m i l l , the stone dam now at the 
s i t e was erected about 1920, thus enlarging th^^millpond. The old wooden dam l i e s 
underwater about 100 feet above the stonework. 

In 1943, Wade Tippett purchased 112 acres including Taylor's M i l l . ' ^ ^ When his son 
John returned from World War I I , they continued operation of the m i l l . About 1950 the 
old abandoned store was moved across the road and a cement block building erected on the 
s i t e . The g r i s t m i l l was closed down about 1955 when new state regulations would have 
required too much investment to put the aging structure into compliance. 
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Footnotes 

•^Granville Grants, State Archives, Raleigh, Book 21-E, plat attached. 

2 
The word " m i l l s " i s p l u r a l i n three successive Lee w i l l s . The l a s t , that of Moore 

Lee, gives a clear indication of two structures, but only one may have existed at the 
present s i t e of Taylor's M i l l . See Nash County W i l l Books, Office of the Clerk of Superior 
Court, Nash County Courthouse, Nashville, W i l l Book A, 256; and Book 1, pp. 212, 421, 
hereinafter cited as Nash County W i l l Book. 

3 
Nash County Court Records, Minutes of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, A p r i l , 

1778, p. 8, hereinafter cited as County Court Minutes. 
4 
See Mouzon's Map of North and South Carolina, 1775; Price-Strother, F i r s t Actual Survey 

of North Carolina, 1808; Nash County Records, State Archives, Raleigh, Road Records, 1768-
1887; and Bridge Records, 1779-1874. Compare with United States Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Geological Survey, North Carolina, Spring Hope Quadrangle, 1902; and Map of Nash County, 
North Carolina by Wells & Brinkley, Engineers, 1918-1919. 

\ash County W i l l Book A, 256. 

That the m i l l was standing i n 1783 i s proved by a grant to James Lee for 100 acres 
adjoining "on the waters of Moccasin Creek beginning at a white oak below the m i l l . " This 
landmark was mentioned i n l a t e r boundary descriptions of the enlarged home and m i l l t r a c t . 
See Nash County Deed Books, Office of the Register of Deeds, Nash County Courthouse, 
Nashville, Deed Book 2, p. 54, hereinafter cited as Nash County Deed Book. See also Nash 
County Deed Book 9, p. 168 for comparison of boundary description. For James Bud Lee's 
p e t i t i o n , see research of Dr. Margaret Battle of Rocky Mount as stated i n a l e t t e r to 
Mr. John Tippett, February 19, 1976, copy i n Taylor's M i l l F i l e i n possession of Edythe M. 
Tippett of Zebulon, North Carolina, hereinafter cited as Battle Research. Dr. Battle i s 
a well known lo c a l h i s t o r i a n and considered to be a thorough and competent researcher by 
professional historians. 

^Duplin County Records, State Archives, Raleigh, Marriage Bonds. The bond i s dated 
December 23. A check of Nash County deeds, w i l l s , and estates papers found no entries 
for James Bud Lee. 

g 
Battle Research. F u l l ownership by James Lee i s proved by Lee's w i l l giving the 

m i l l s to his son Leary. Nash County W i l l Book 1, p. 212. 
9 
Nash County W i l l Book 1, p. 212. For Leary Lee's residence see deed from him to 

Moore Lee i n which Leary i s "of Johnston County." Nash County Deed Book 9, p. 168. 

-'-̂ Nash County Deed Book 9, p. 168. For f r a t e r n a l relationship of Leary and Moore Lee, 
see Nash County W i l l Book 1, p. 212, w i l l of James Lee. The Larry mentioned i s actually 
Leary Lee. 
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•'"•'"Nash County W i l l Book 1, p. 421. There i s no l i s t e d transfer to Lindsay either by 
deed or w i l l , but Lindsay issued a fee simple deed to A. J. Taylor i n 1852. See Nash 
County Deed Book 24, p. 474. 

12 
For profession see Eighth Census of the United States, 1860, North Carolina, Nash 

County, Population Schedule, 22. Business a b i l i t i e s inferred from estate holdings l i s t e d 
i n the same census as $50. Census records hereinafter cited by number, date, and schedule. 

13 
Nash County Deed Book 24, p. 474. The arrangement i s indicated by the v i s i t a t i o n 

order of the 1860 census which places Lee i n the v i c i n i t y of the m i l l and Taylor i n a 
d i s t r i c t farther east. That, plus Lee's lack of real estate, and Taylor's practice of 
l e t t i n g others manage his holdings (see pp. 2, 4, 5) strongly suggest that Lee was retained 
as m i l l e r . 

14 
Data gleaned from facts stated i n the population schedules of the Seventh Census, 

1850, p. 254; Eighth Census, 1860, p. 36; and Ninth Census, 1870, p. 49. 

"'"̂ For property acquisition see Nash County Deed Book 18, pp. 88, 464; and Nash 
County Records, State Archives, Estates Papers, Alsey Taylor, hereinafter cited as Taylor 
Estate Papers. For s t a t i s t i c a l data see Seventh Census, 1850, Population Schedule, 254; 
Eighth Census, 1860, Population Schedule, 36, Slave Schedule, 1, 56, and Ag r i c u l t u r a l 
Schedule, 7. 

1 ft 
For a few instances, see Nash County Deed Book 18, pp. 88, 464; and Deed Book 21, 

p. 729. 

"'•̂ Seventh Census, 1850, I n d u s t r i a l Schedule, no page number. 

1 8 
Nash County Deed Book 21, p. 474. For a description of Webb's M i l l see T. E. Ricks 

(ed.). By Faith and Heritage Are We Joined: A Compilation of Nash County H i s t o r i c a l Notes 
(Rocky Mount: The Nash County Bicentennial Commission, 1976), 234-235, hereinafter cited 
as Ricks, Nash County H i s t o r i c a l Notes. 

19 
Testimonials of M. P. Williams of Norfolk, V i r g i n i a , dated November 8, 1955, and 

March 7, 1959. Originals i n possession of John C. Tippett, Sr. of Taylor's M i l l , 
hereinafter cited as Williams Testimonials. Mr. Williams recently died at the age of 102. 

20 
See reference to millpond i n w i l l of James Lee dated 1771. Nash County W i l l Book 

A, 256. 
21 

Improvements were obvious by the Increase i n s e l l i n g price after the war. The amount 
$13,500 was exceedingly high, especially for a period of reduced prosperity. A sawmill 
would seem reasonable considering the need for barrels to store cornmeal and for the 
coopering operation mentioned i n the 1850 census and by M. P. Williams. See Nash County 
Deed Book 30, p. 580; Seventh Census, 1850, I n d u s t r i a l Schedule; and Williams Testimonials. 
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See order of v i s i t a t i o n i n Seventh Census, 1850. Population Schedule, 254; Eighth 
Census, 1860, Population Schedule, 36; and Ninth Census, 1870, Population Schedule, 49. 
Taylor lived some distance from the Stricklands and others known to have resided i n the 
m i l l v i c i n i t y . For a description of the o r i g i n a l townships, see Ricks, Nash County 
H i s t o r i c a l Notes, 277-278. 

23 
Compare Eighth Census, 1860, Population Schedule, 10, 22, 36, with Williams 

Testimonials. See also Nash County Deed Book 18, pp. 88, 464, and Taylor Estate Papers. 
24 

Williams Testimonials. The house was destroyed many years ago and the only 
knowledge of the i n s c r i p t i o n comes from Mr. Williams. 

25 
See footnote 23. 

26 
See occupations l i s t e d i n Seventh Census, 1850, Population Schedule, 292, and Eighth 

Census, 1860, Population Schedule, 10. 
27 

Eighth Census, 1860, Slave Schedule, 1, 56. 
28 

Walter Clark (ed.), Histories of the Several Regiments and Battalions from North 
Carolina i n the Great War, 1861-'65 (Raleigh and Goldsboro: State of North Carolina, 5 
volumes, 1901), I , 361; and Louis H. Manarin and Weymouth T. Jordan, Jr., (eds.). 
North Carolina Troops 1861-1865: A Roster (Raleigh: Archives and History, 7 volumes, 
1966-1979), IV, 452. 

29 
See Ag r i c u l t u r a l Schedules i n Eighth Census, 1860, p. 7, and Ninth Census, 1870, 

p. 3. For location, see deed from Taylor to Webb, 1877, i n Nash County Deed Book 30, p. 580. 
30 

In the deed to Webb, there i s a reference to the dower rights of Mary Taylor, 
Joseph's wife, proving that he had died before the agreement to s e l l the property. Nash 
County Deed Book 30, p. 580. 

31 
Nash County Deed Book 30, p. 580. 

" ^ ^ i l l i a m s Testimonials. See also Ricks, Nash County H i s t o r i c a l Notes, 234-235. 

33 

Williams Testimonials. 

"̂ N̂ash County Deed Book 97, p. 20. 

^^Nash County Deed Book 97, p. 20; and Williams Testimonials. 
Susan Mooring H o l l i s . Interview with John C. Tippett, Sr., of Taylor's M i l l , summer, 

1979, hereinafter cited as John Tippett interview. See also Williams Testimonials for 
description of hub and spoke shop. 

-̂ N̂ash County Deed Book 132, p. 467. 

^^See Nash County Deed Book 132, p. 497; Book 238, p. 586; Book 239, pp. 466-467; 
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Book 260, pp. 38, 320; Book 302, p. 6; Book 316, p. 239; Book 291, p. 571; Book 426, p. 575; 
and Book 455, p. 321. 

Williams Testimonials. 

40 
The Zebulon Record, August 28, 1975. 

'̂ -'-Jerry L. Cross. Interview with Marie Tippett of Taylor's M i l l , January 22, 1980, 
hereinafter cited as Marie Tippett interview. 

'̂ N̂ash County Deed Book 486, p. 339. 

The Zebulon Record, August 28, 1975; and Marie Tippett interview. 
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Corbitt, David Leroy. The Formation of the North Carolina Counties, 1663-1943. Raleigh: 
State Department of Archives and History, 1950. 

Cross, Jerry L. Interview with Marie Tippett, January 22, 1980. 

Duplin County Marriage Bonds. State Archives, Raleigh. 

Edgecombe County Records. Deeds, Estates Papers, and Wills. 

Granville Grants. State Archives, Raleigh. 

H o l l i s , Susan Mooring. Interview with John C. Tippett, Sr., summer, 1979. 

Manarin, Louis H. and Weymouth T. Jordan, Jr., eds. North Carolina Troops 1861—1865: 
A Roster. Raleigh: Archives and History, 1966-1979. Seven volumes. 

Maps. Mouzon's Map of North and South Carolina, 1775. Price-Strother, F i r s t Actual Survey 
of North Carolina, 1808. United States Department of I n t e r i o r Geological Survey, 
Nash County, North Carolina, Spring Hope Quadrangle, 1902. Wells & Brinkley, 
Engineers, Map of Nash County, North Carolina, 1918—1919. 

Nash County Records. Bridge Records, Deeds, Estates Papers, Inventories and Settlements, 
Minutes of Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, Orders and Decrees, Road Records, 
and Wills. 

Powell, William S. The North Carolina Gazetteer. Chapel H i l l : The University of North 
Carolina Press, 1968. 

Thorpe, John H. Roster of Nash County Confederate Soldiers. Raleigh: Edwards & 
Broughton, 1925. 

Turner, J. Kelly and John L. Bridgers, Jr. History of Edgecombe County, North Carolina. 
Raleigh: Edwards & Broughton, 1920. 

United States Census Records, 1850-1870. 

Williams, M. P. Testimonials, November 8, 1955. March 7, 1959. Originals i n possession 
of John C. Tippett of Taylor's M i l l . 

The Zebulon Record. August 28, 1975. 
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Dear Ms. Shull: 
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Middlesex vicinity 
Nash County 
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Cleveland County 
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State Historic Preservation Officer 
Dr. Larry E. Tise 
Director, Division of Archives 

and History 
Department of Cultural Resources 
109 East Jones Street 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 
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