
03/10/2006 17:18 8282746995 ARCHIVES AND HISTORY PAGE 02 

('-orn. ir.;)i)0 U H l V i i D S T A T E S l U l l P A S T V . t N T Op T H c I N f l i K l O t t 
( J o l y l W ? ) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V l C e 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(TypB a// onirics — Qoinpialv uppticable acclions) 

• '•Oi' 
f-

$ T A r H 1 

North Caro l ina 
C O U N T Y : 

Polk 
PORNPS use ONLY 

£.U T R V N U M B E R O A T E 

COMMQMi 

Block House Site 
* N D / O n H I S T O R I C ; 

3 T < 1 B e T A N D N U M B E R i 

Qne-half ndle east of US If6, •oTn.y North Carolina-South Carolina boundai-y 
C I T Y OR TOWNi 

Tryon vicinity 
a T A t c 

North Cai'olina 32 
e o U M T Y l 

PoUc 
eooe 

CAieCORY 

(Cheek On») 

• O l i l r l c t • fiuifding 

Sltp • S i r u c r u r * 

' • O b j a c l 

•'•1 Vl \ 

O W N E R S H I P 

• P u b l i c 

S i P r i v a r * 

• Both 

Pub l i c A e q u I l i t i o n : 

• In P r o e e a * 

n B a i n g Cana idarad 

S T A T U S 

Q Oeeuptad 

Unseeu i r i td 

Q Pra»ar *a t ion .work 

In p r » s r a a i 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Y e i ! 

Q R a ^ l r l s t a d 

n Unraat f ic iad 

• No' 

PRE3E;NT use fChack Ooi> of Mo/p JIB Appropriate) 

Agrleulrural 

|~ | Commareiar 

UQ. Edueal ionDl 

f~l Enterrelnniaril 

n CoVBrninanl 

Q Indusi r le l 

• M i l l f a r / 

n Muaeuin 

• perk 
1^ Pel Tola R a i l d a n e a 

( • R e l i f l l s u i 

Q S c l a n l i f i e 

O Tran<porrBtlen 

• Olhar (Sp9elibr} 

O Comman.l i 

O W N E R ' S NAMBi 

Converse College 

Eaet street 
Cl.YY on TOYtHi 

• Spartanburg 
S T A T E ! 

South Carolina OH 
C O u B T K Q U S e , • < B « l j l T n Y O P B C E D S , E T C i 

riolk County Gourthouse-r-Hegiater of Deeds Office 
I T R B ^ T AND M U M Q E R : 

Courthoiae Square 
C | T V t>fft rpMhli 

Columbus 
S T A T E 

North Carolina 
C O P E , 

32 

ca 

• • • n 
L^ 

••<• D A T E O F ' S U W y B Y l • Fadaro l Q Stala Q County • • L a c « ( 

D K P D W T O R y F O B l U R V E V R C C O R O S I 

• T M I i C T ANU N U M O C R i 

C I T Y OR TOWMi S T A T E i cooe C I T Y OR TOWMi S T A T E i 

••,•••1.'••' 

ri': ;'•>'• • 

I 

• .1' 

t- y : 



03/10/2006 17:18 8282746995 ARCHIVES AND HISTORY PAGE 03 

' I. 

CONDITION 
• C-xecl lent T l C o o J Foil 

{CV- i> i .h U i i i i j 

O a l o r i e r a l a i l 

(Chaek On,:) 

i Z i A l l O f o d • U n a l r c r o d 

n Ru>ns O U n a K p o i o d 

CChaek 0<ic} 

Q 1 M o v a d . O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C n i Q S T H E P H I J S E N ' T * N O O R l c r i ^ A l . ^ J / f c n o w ' n r P A P P I u A R A N C C 

Tne stone iriarkinc tiie end of ohe 1772 dividing line between tiie 

states of North and South Carolina is i n a moadovf near which the Blocic 

House stood. The sm-roundir^ area has been adiipted for use as a pasture, 

stablos, and racetrack. The Block House was aoved some three hundred 

.yards from South Carolina to i t s present site i n North Carolina i n 1942. 

It was originally a "dog t r o t " log cabin having two rooms divided by a, 

roofed passaso with an open end. In 19^ and at several subsequent periods 

the house was remodeled, enlarged, and aabellished. 
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l i isto-jTr 

S T A T C M E N T O F S i c N t F l C A N C E 

As early as 175C the Block House site was projninent as a landmark on 
the old Blackatock Road, which rail from lower South Carolina to. the 
mouiitains. The house itself was constructed about 17$6 as a trading post 
and was modified soon after for use as a fortress to protect local settlers 
during the French and Indian War. After the Treaty of 1763j and a 
subsequent agreement vdth the Cherokeos in 1767> a new emphasis was 
placed on extending the border between North and South Carolina further 
west. A line was finalized in 1772 with the Block House as its westem 
teiTiiinus. During the Revolution the site served as a staging area for 
various Tory and "Rebel" bands, and was renamed "Fort Howard" for a short ; 
time in 1776, in honor of "Captain" Thomas Howard, who led a group in a . ' 
raid against an encampment of Tories and Indians nearby. In 1813, the . ' 
site again played a role in a boundary question between the two Garolinas. 
At a conference held near the Bloolt House, a new line was drawn up by , . 
commissioners from both states with tlie site utili-zed as the starting point. 
C5n September 15, 1815> after this boundary was officially accepted, a', stone 
was placed on the site marking the North and South Carolina border and the 
beginning of the 1B13 bouixdary line. 

During the years following the Civil War the site was a camp on a .' 
primary trade route connecting Charleston iniith the western mountains, The ' 
local people used the site's unusual geographic location for illegal cook'. \ 
fights and whiskey man'ufacturc. Since the Block House property extended..' ,, 
into two counties in South Carolina and one in North Carolina, avoiding . 
the law in one county, or state, necessitated a move of only a few feet... 

The Block House remainod on the site xuitil 19̂ 2 when i t was moved 
three hundred yards into North Carolina. The siite is presently owned by .-
Converse College and s t i l l contains the liJ13 marker stone in its original 
position as the lone reminder of the more than two cesituriee of political .. 
and historical events. ' . ' 

••3. 
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Laiidr'iiiu, iJr. Joiui. Colri-.rjgJ ron': jcovo";i j.v-';';;.i.r-y i.: ;v!:.c>:-:̂ i o i; Vlpprii' So\a!; 
Orr-.)l;'na. (CrooiTvillc: i;iiiJi;-i,on i-'rii).Lcr:is liiV7). 

Patton, Sadie. Sice'L-clica of Pol:; Coiirit:/: iiivtovy (iieaderjonville ( ? ) , 1950), 

Polk County Hocoruij, Pojic County Courthouiie, COIUMUS, Xorth Carolina. 

Polk County Rccoi'ds, State Departii'.ient or Archiveii cjid ilistory, Raleigh, 
Worth Carolina. 
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TRYON, NORTH CAROUNA . . : 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Blockhouse Site Polk County, 70000466 

r >̂  ; North Carolina ^ 

• -.4!,. 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

Photographs 

X_USGS Map 
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WASO-9 
(Nov. 1966) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

F O L L O W - U P S L I P 
Date 

NOT TO BE FILED Signature 
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H30-im 
OCT 1 5 1970 

S r . a . G. 3tMm 
Oic«etor 
Department of Archives and aiotory 
State of »orth Carolina i' - ̂  
Post Office Box laai ' " V.:, • 

Ralatgh, »orth Carollaa 27602 r 

0«ar Or. Jofi«Bt 

We are pl«as«d to Inform yoa that the historic propartlae listed on 

the aaalemra hav« b««n piaoMid ipn th« Hatlonal Register of HlatiMric 

Places. Senators San Zrvln, Jr., awl B. Everett Jordan and the 

appropriate Representatives have also been notified. Please with

hold any puhlleity oa this until you have recelv<Ki a carbeaa eof^ 

of the Congressional corraapondence. 
Sincerely yoars. 

Enclosure 

Vntered i » tlae RAtieoal fteglstev 

C C : 

HR 

Smeet Allen Connelly 
Chief« Office of Archeology 

and Historic I*reservatlon 

10/5/70 SMarusintdrs 

OCT 1 5 1970 

BASIC FILE RETAINED TS HR 



Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places  

WORTH CAROLINA 

Block House Site Polk County, North Carolina 

Back Sprlngt Plantation Warren County, North Carolina 
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m Âim Imm itlm imm pvmfiAmi tlita &filtewi'iia. Hy «£ this 

let««y# tlw State l»iaieeB Offl<HKr< l»r. K. ll« INHMM# Direeti^, Q«.̂ mtrtneet 

9f ArtiMvee «af mij(|iMPy« .ftate .̂ artit €me&llm, 9mit @ffie« Saas 1«S1, 

Sael4̂ smre 

TilLei'iiit fa if^Mi naliliwtal tUffiwfsKt 
OCT J 5 1970 
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PACKING LIST -- PAGE 1 • ' 
22967/1880-7 10/02/2000 v , 

National Register of H i s t o r i c Places . ' • •' , • , ' 
National Park Service .-. • '' '': ,,- .'.-i 
1849 C Street NW Room NC400 . • \\ ' ' ^ , • 
Washington, DC 20240 : • ' , - • . - A,- , r " ^ r - • ' 

Per your request, the ma t e r i a l s l i s t e d below are enclosed, 

SHIPPING ADDRESS: , ' ^ V.̂::',: / 

Emily Clark .: • ' •." • , * ., ; ' 
15 Blockhouse Road ' ; '"' • • ' '•-
Tryon, NC 28782 ' ' • - ' v, 

- •• 1 • 

Quantity Item(s) Shipped 

1 NR Nomination F i l e d u p l i c a t e [Blockhouse S i t e ] 

/># Co^ fVO 



A service of the i 
National Park Service 

D I S T R I B U T E D B Y I N T E R A G E N C Y R E S O U R C E S D I V I S I O N , W A S H I N G T O N , D. C. 

V AJ W H A T IS "SECTION 106 R E V I E W ? " ; 

Section 106 o.f the National Historic Preservation Act requires that Federal agencies consider 
what effects their actions, and actions they may assist, permit, or license, may have on historic 
properties, and that they give the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation a "reasonable 
opportunity to comment" on such actions. 'Vx; 

Federal agencies participate in many projects and programs that affect local governments and 
local historic properties. Some of these are obvious: construction of highways and wastewater 
treatment plants, for example. Others are less so: the Corps of Engineers issues permits to 
dredge and f i l l in waterways; the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation approves opening 
branch banks and the installation of automatic teller machines; Federal Community 
Development Block Grant and Urban Development Action Grant funds are used by local 
governments to assist "in rehabilitation and redevelopment. All these activities are subject to 
review under Section 106. Tie procedures to be followed in Section 106 review are referred to 
as "the Section 106 process," and are set forth in regulations issued by the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation. 

The Advisory Council is an independent Federal agency. Its role in the review of actions under 
Section 106 is to encourage agencies to consider, and where feasible adopt, measures that will 
preserve historic properties that would otherwise be dama^d or destroyed. The Council's 
regulations, entitled "Protection of Historic Properties" (36 CFR Part 800), govern the Section 
106 process. The Council does not have the authority to require agpncies to halt or abandon 
projects that will affect historic properties; its regulations emphasize consultation among the 
responsible Federal agency, the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), and other 
interested parties — including local governments — to identify and, if possible, to agree upon 
ways to protect the properties in question. 

Section 106 applies to properties that have been listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places, properties that have been determined to be eligible for inclusion in the Register, and 
properties that may be eligible but have not >et been evaluated. If a property has not yet been 
nominated to the Register or determined eligible for inclusion, i t is the responsibility of the 
Federal agency involved to ascertain its eligibility, following procedures outlined in Council and 
National Park Service regulations. 

The Section 106 Process in a Nutshell 

The Council's regulations are set forth in a process consisting of five basic steps, as follows: 



Identification and evaluation; The Federal agency responsible for the action identifies 
the historic properties (if any) that exist in the area to be affected. Identification 
involves assessing the adequacy of existing survey data, inventories, and other 
information on the area's historic properties, conducting further studies as needed, 
consulting with the SHPO, local governments, and other interested parties, and 
documenting the results of the identification effort . If properties are found that may be 
eligible for the National Register but have not been listed or determined eligible for 
listing, the agency consults with the SHPO and, i f needed, the Keeper of the National 
Register to determine eligibility or ineligibility. 

Ef fec t determinination If properties in, or eligible for, the Register exist in the area 
that may be affected by the action, the a^ncy consults with the SHPO in determining 
what effect the action will have on them. The a^ncy may find that the action will have 
no effect on historic properties, no adverse effect on such properties, or adverse effects 
on them. Local governments and interested members of the public are to be informed of 
these findings. 

The regulations provide specific criteria for determining whether an action will have an 
effect, and whether the effect will be adverse. Generally, if the action may alter the 
characteristics that make a property eligible for tlie National Register, i t is hsid to have 
an effect, and if the alterations may be detrimental to those characteristics, including 
relevant qualities of the property's environment or use, they are held to be adverse, c 

Consultation; If the action will have an adverse effect , the a^ncy consults with the 
SHPO, other interested persons, and sometimes the Advisory Council, to seek agreement 
on ways to avoid or reduce the effects. Local governments, Indian tribes, affected 
property owners, and others concerned should be involved in the consultation, and the 
public should be given the opportunity to express their views. Local govenments must be 
invited to participate in consultation regarding effects on historic properties within their 
jurisdictions, if they so request. 

If agreement is reached, a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) is drawn up and signed. If 
agreement cannot be reached, the formal comments of the Council are requested. 

Agreement and Council comment: Acceptance of a MOA by the Council and 
implementation of its terms by, or at the direction of, the Federal agency satisfies the 
requirement of Section 106 that the Council be "given a reasonable opportunity to 
comment;" i t also demonstrates that the agency has "taken into account" the effects of 
the action. If no agreement is reached, the comments of the Council are sent formally 
to the head of the agency. 

Proceed: Having obtained the Council's comments, the a^ncy either carries out the 
terms of the MOA or considers the formal comments in making its final decisions about 
whether and how to proceed with the action. 

Participation by Certified Local Governments and  
Other Local Governmgits 

The Council's regulations say that: 



r 

Local governments are encouraged to take an active role in the Section 106 
process when undertakings affect historic properties within their jurisdiction. 
When a local government has legal responsibility for Section 106 compliance 

T under programs such as the Community Development Block Grant Program, 
j participation as a consulting party is required. When no such legal 

responsibility exists, the extent of local government participation is at the 
discretion of local government officials. If the State Historic Preservation 
Officer, the appropriate local government, and the Council agree, a local 
government whose historic preservation program has been certified pursuant to 
Section 101 (c) (1) of the Act may assume any of the duties that are given to 
the State Historic Preservation Officer by these regulations or that originate 
from agreements concluded under these regulations. (36 CFR Sec. 800.1 

i (c)(2)(i)) ^ . , . 

The regulations provide many opportunities for local governments to become aware of 
and participate in the Section 106 process. Becoming knowlegeable about the process 
and how to participate in i t can help local commissions ensure that their concerns, and 
their historic properties, are fully considered in Federal agency planning. 

The Advisory Council offers regular training courses dealing with the Section 106 
process; course schedules, publications, and other information on the process and related 
topics can t̂ e obtained from: , „ <• 

Publications Office : '.i-
j. , Advisory Council on Historic Preservation I ' 

1100 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, #809 
^ . Washington, DC 20004 

' ; Phone (202) 786-0503 

Information on actions currently undergoing review by the Council can be obtained from : 

Eastern Division of Project Review * 
; ' Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

'. " . 1100 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, #803 
Washington, DC 20004 

- . Phone (202) 786-0505 

* Generally for actions that occur east of the Mississippi. 

Western Division of Project Review ** 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

730 Simms Street, Room 450 
Golden, CO 80401 

Phone (303) 236-2682 

** Generally for actions that occur west of the Mississippi. 



For further information on Section 106 review see: . v 

36 CFR Part 800 ' * 
Protection of Historic Properties 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (1986) i .  

Section 106 Step-by-Step 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (1986) .. 
and • 

Section 106 Participation By Local Governments 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (1988) 

Single copies of each are available free from the Publications Office, Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation, at the address given above. 

Prepared by Dr. Thomas F. King, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, May 1987 
(revised 1990). 
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