
Genealogy of a House
Researching the History of Your House



1. Determine what information (if anything) has 
previously been collected about your house.

2. Conduct research with real estate records, 
deeds, city directories, and Sanborn maps.

3. Determine what the building itself tells you 
about its period of construction, later 
alterations, etc. through architectural analysis. 

Researching the History of Your House



First Step:

Determine what information (if anything) has previously 
been collected about your house.

✓ Has it previously been surveyed, photographed, or 
researched in the past? Is there a file for the house 
(or its neighborhood) at the State Historic 
Preservation Office? 

✓ Is it listed in the National Register of Historic Places, 
or in a National Register historic district?

✓ Is it a locally designated landmark, or within a locally 
designated historic district?

✓ Is it included in an architectural survey publication?



Online Sources:

HPOWEB:  Web map service for the statewide 
historic building survey.

National Register nominations online.

Paper Sources:  

Files of the State Historic Preservation Office.
Published architectural surveys (List online).



www.hpo.ncdcr.gov

Or Google
“North Carolina
Historic Preservation Office”



www.hpo.ncdcr.gov

HPOWEB- Online
historic property survey
mapping 



http://gis.ncdcr.gov/hpoweb/



100,000+ surveyed properties
2,400 individual National Register listings
570 National Register districts

1,500 local landmarks
120 local districts



Legend





Address Tool























www.hpo.ncdcr.gov













www.hpo.ncdcr.gov











Survey and National Register 
File Room
Room G33
Archives/State Library Bldg.
109 E. Jones Street
Raleigh

Chandrea Burch
919-807-7286
Tuesday-Friday
9 AM-Noon
1-3 PM



Field Surveys 1969-2017
100,000+ site files
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“I’ve just purchased a house and 

have been told that it’s historic. 

How do I find out when it was 

built and who built it?



State Historic Preservation Office resources

▪ Architectural survey files & publications

▪ National Register nominations

▪ HPOWEB

Real estate records

City directories

Title search

Sanborn maps and other historic maps























http://www.wakegov.com/rod/
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Building Genealogy:

Listening to Your House

F.Mitchener Wilds

NC State Historic Preservation Office





















































Nail Chronology

• Wrought –
generally 
through 1810s

• Machine Cut –
1800 – 1900

• Wire – 1890 -
present















Screw Chronology

• Flat tipped 

until 1840s

• Pointed 

post 1840s













































Primary structure, Felling dates: 

Winter 1718/19*
•Ceiling Joist #7 1558 - 1718





So talk to your house. It can teach you 

things and it will be happy you care.



Thank You!

Questions? 

www.surveymonkey.com/r/VirtualFHF2017


